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NSC BRIEFING 13 Janusry 1960
SUPREME 30VIRT

I. Soviet pssudo-pariisment, the JSupreme Soviet, conveaed thiz
morning. Disarmamesnt im the oaly item on the sgemdn, aad Khrushchev
has promised s umilateral reduction of Soviet armed forces by one-
third during the msxt year oxr so.
A. Enrushchev stated that about 1,200,000 sen would be demobllised,
leaving effsctive armed forces streangth at 2,400,006, (K listed
Zov armed strength at 3,823,000, 7This coupares 0 Fentagon
figures of about 4,000,000, including 2% milliom is arwmy;
787,50C im Navy; and 800,000 im air force.)
8, Esphasizing that disarmament is mot a sign of weskmess, he
poasted that Soviet muclear-rochet capability wes sufficiest
to "ebliterate from the face of the sarth” amy attacking
aation or nationn, Claiming that the Soviet air forcc asnd
navy have lost their forser importasce, be said that the air
force will be replaced almost completely by rockets, There
have been some hists that the armed forces will pow
concentrate on smsll task forces instead of large armies.
Ehrushchoev clatmed that the Seven Year Plan is pregressing
well aboad of schedule and would be over-fulfilled abeac oI

schedule, ~ He promised the Soviet people shorter working hours,
more money, and better housiag conditions.
. For the future, Khrushchev said that total disarsament, conclusim
of a German peace treaty, » ban on thermsauclear WeRpons ane
of internmatiomsl tensions are the most impertant taxks
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1I. The ¥¥D, Stalin's old ﬁmt police cutfit, has Deen bhreken up by

& decree of thes Supreme Soviet. -

2. This will easble Xwrushochev to maks extravagant claims abeut
the progressive and demoscratic naturs of his leadership.

B, Actually, MVL had alroady losut much of its power. 1ts security
troops will probably be tramsferred to the secret pelice argaei-.
zation (XG3) which Hiwrushchev set up ins 1854, The XGB took
over the MVD boarder troops two years ago, and thedse specialized
upits are not likely to be suckh affected by a gensral reductios
in the strength of the armsd forces.

15X, On the domestic political scene, Woscow sanounced on t;:f'zu of

the Supremes Soviet meeting that one of the top figures in the

Party has boan banded a shary deastion.

A. The Kremiin asnounced yeatesrday that Alekeey Kirichenko, a menber
of the Party’s ruling Presidium and also of the Becretariat,
has been amsigned s secondary poat outaide Nomcow,

id. Though less in the public eve than other Khrushahev lieutemants,
Kirichenko was previously bellosved to bs the lesdiag conteader
for Khrushchev's mantle as leader of the Commumist Party.

C. His demotion is symptomatic of the mansuvering for place of
preference behind Thurushchev whickh is undoubtedly goimg on
in the highest Pearty councils, and may imdicate a new period
of reshuffling at the Presidivs and Searstariat levels.
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